
SD,USA -SPA: the Standard-bearers for Freedom, Democracy, and Economic Justice

As socialists of the democratic left, we wish these truths were self-evident:

A

First, that the workers of all nations share more in economic interest with each other, than the workers of any 
nation share with the political and economic elites of their own nation.
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Second, that governments derive all just power from the consent of the governed. That governments exist for 
the benefit of the governed and not the reverse. Therefore, it is the duty of the governed to alter and abolish all forms 
of domination, political, economic, cultural, and religious, that would seek to deny the governed full and complete 
access to the power, which belongs to them alone.

a

Third, that war is, by its very nature, a crime against humanity. Occasionally, it may be necessary for a 
people to defend itself from attack. This is never an excuse for the imperial acquisition of resources, territory, or an 
attempt to establish military or ideological hegemony.
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Fourth, that the rights of humanity as set forth in the United Nations International Declaration of Human 
Rights, may never be transgressed by any party no matter how imperiled or aggrieved that party believes itself to be. 
Torture, the deliberate targeting of non-combatants with anti-personnel devices (regardless of whether the bomb falls 
from fast moving airplanes, or is carried in backpacks aboard public transportation), or the deliberate imprisonment, 
starvation, or displacement of massive numbers of people for political gain is now and will forever be WRONG!

�

Fifth, that human kind has a right to be free from persecution because of ethnicity, gender, age, religious 
preference, sexual orientation. The peoples of the earth are entitled to national self determination within political 
boundaries that respect for the sovernity of others and real concerns for self protection shall allow.

�

Sixth, we social democrats will never be cheerleaders for the slaughter of any group of people no matter what 
the ideology of those pursuing the massacre may be. We will never apologize for tyranny or injustice no matter what 
grave exigencies the tyrant shall claim.
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Seventh, while people are hungry, homeless, poorly clothed, and without the basic necessities of life, there 
can be no democratic process.
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Eighth, people have an inherent right to worship God or participate in spirituality as their conscience dictates. 
The state must never be the arbiter of religious thought. Instead, it is the people who must instruct the government as 
to spiritual and moral precepts. Therefore, it is the right of each person to disagree vehemently with others in their 
society upon the nature of what is moral. A democratic government cannot take sides. This does not mean that the 
individual members of an elected government cannot and should not be guided by moral precepts No one seeking 
election in a democratic society should be asked to divest him or herself of whatever spiritual and moral precepts he or 
she holds.
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Ninth, while governments have a right to maintain the security of their borders, they do not have the right to 
harass those forced to cross a particular national frontier in order to find gainful employment or shelter from the 
ravages of war, famine or natural disaster.
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Tenth, human beings are the stewards of the earth, not its masters. No generation has a right to pass on a 
polluted or degraded planet to the generations that follow.

p

Eleventh, that in any prosecution brought for any crime a defendant shall have a right to be heard by himself, 
and/or through counsel and shall have an absolute right to examine all evidence, to face all accusers, to call all 
material witnesses and to make whatever representations to the tribunal which he or she faces, which may seem to the 
defendant to be exculpatory. The judiciary of a democratic nation must be independent and separate from that nation's 
legislative and executive branches of government.
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Twelfth, there is only one cure for the ills of democracy; more democracy. Free people will build a wondrous 
and diverse culture that will express what it is to be truly human.


